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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE VALLETTA 0224 

BRUSSELS FOR FAA, ROME FOR RCAA 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, IZ, MT 

SUBJECT: ALLEGED UNAUTHORIZED OVERFLIGHT OF IRAQI AIRSPACE. 
REF: 1) ROME 2824. 2) BAGDAD 0359, 3) VALLETTA 0139 (NOTAL), 

1 . THE AIRCRAFT IN QUESTION, CONVAIR 880, REGISTRATION 
NO. N 84059, BELONGS TO ORIENT PACIFIC AIRWAYS, INC., A 
FLORIDA-BASED SUBSIDIARY OF SINGAPORE AIRCRAFT LEASING 
CO. PTE. LTD. OF SINGAPORE. IT IS LEASED TO AIR MALTA, 

FROM WHICH IT IS CHARTERED BY READING AND BATES TO MAKE 
CREW CHANGES ON OIL RIGS OPERATED IN MEDITERRANEAN AREA. 
THE AIRCRAFT IS ACTUALLY OPERATED BY SINGAPORE AIRCRAFT 
LEASING CO. PTE. LTD., WHOSE LOCAL GENERAL MANAGER IS 

P.M. CHAN. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 VALLET 00224 231158Z 

2. ACCORDING TO CHAN, WHO PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION, THE FIRST READING AND BATES FLIGHT FROM MALTA 
INVOLVED A CREW CHANGE TO TEHRAN, VIA ABADAN. IT WAS 
MADE BY CONVAIR 880, REGISTRATION NO. N 84059 WHICH 
DEPARTED LUQA AIRPORT, MALTA ABOUT 2300 ON DECEMBER 19. 

AN AFTN TO SOME FIVE DCA'S, INCLUDING IRAQ, HAD BEEN SENT 

BY THE SINGAPORE AIRCRAFT LEASING OFFICE NEARLY A WEEK 
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EARLIER. NO REPLY HAD BEEN RECEIVED FROM IRAQ, BUT SINCE 
DELAYS AND LAST MINUTE APPROVALS ARE NOT CONSIDERED 
UNUSUAL, THE AIRCRAFT DEPARTED WITHOUT IRAQI OVERFLIGHT 
AUTHORIZATION. THE AIRCRAFT WAS CHALLENGED OVER IRAQI 
AIRSPACE AND REQUIRED TO LAND AT BAGDAD. AT THIS TIME IT 
WAS DISCOVERED THAT THE FOUR LETTER CODE DESIGNATE FOR 
IRAQ HAD INADVERTENTLY BEEN OMITTED FROM THE AFTN. 

AFTER A FOUR HOUR DELAY IN BAGDAD, THE AIRCRAFT WAS PERMITTED 
TO CONTINUE ITS FLIGHT. SINCE THAT TIME THIS PARTICULAR 
CREW CHANGE FLIGHT HAS BEEN OVER ROUTE 19, SOUTH OF IRAQI 
AIRSPACE (APPARENTLY AT THE REQUEST OF IRAQI AUTHORITIES). 

3. FOR ROME: A SECOND CONV AIR 880, REGISTRATION NO. N 48062, 

OWNED BY ORIENT PACIFIC AIRWAYS, IS PRESENTLY LOCATED AT MALTA. 
NEGOTIATIONS TO LEASE THIS SECOND AIRCRAFT TO AIR MALTA ARE 

IN PROGRESS, BUT HAVE NOT YET BEEN COMPLETED. CHAN CLAIMS 
THAT FULL INFORMATION REQUIRED ON THESE TWO AIRCRAFT, OR 
THE COMPANIES, CAN BE OBTAINED FROM THE FAA OFFICE IN 
GUAM (MR. BROTBECK). 

4. COMMENT: EMBASSY VALLETTA WOULD APPRECIATE ANY 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AVAILABLE ON SINGAPORE AIRCRAFT 
LEASING CO. PTE. LTD., ITS SUBSIDIARIES, OFFICIALS AND 
OPERATIONS. LAINGEN 
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